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TAGS: MARR, MASS, BA 

SUBJECT: DISCUSSIONS WITH THE PRIME MINISTER OF BAHRAIN ON 
THE FUTURE OF MIDEASTFOR 

REFS: (A) MANAMA 1291, (B) MANAMA 1329 (NOTAL), (C) MANAMA 
1274 

1 . FOR EMBASSY SINGAPORE, WELLINGTON, AND CANBERRA: USG 
CONSIDERING AN INITIATIVE BY PM OF BAHRAIN WHICH MIGHT LEAD 
US TO INVITE HIM TO WASHINGTON FOR DISCUSSIONS ON THE 
FUTURE OF US NAVAL PRESENCE (MIDEASTFOR) IN BAHRAIN. SINCE 
THE PM WILL BE LEAVING BAHRAIN ON 15 SEPTEMBER, TRANSITING 
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SINGAPORE AND THEN SPENDING ABOUT FIVE (5) DAYS EACH IN 
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AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND, FINALLY RETURNING TO BAHRAIN BY 
WAY OF HAWAII, WE MAY HAVE TO ASK EMBASSIES TO PASS OUR 
INVITATION TO PM WHILE HE IS EN ROUTE. 

2 . FOR MANAMA: WE REGRET THAT ON EVE OF PM'S DEPARTURE 
FOR PACIFIC CAREFUL USG REVIEW OF HIS PROPOSAL RE CONTINUED 
PRESENCE OF MIDEASTFOR IN BAHRAIN IS STILL UNDERWAY (FYI: 

AS YOU ARE AWARE, PRIME MINISTER'S PROPOSAL RAISES DIFFICULT 
QUESTIONS OF EXTENT WE MIGHT BE ABLE TO SUPPORT BAHRAIN’S 
MILITARY MODERNIZATION AND AVAILABILITY OF RESOURCES FOR 
SUC; SUPPORT AS WE MIGHT FIND IT POSSIBLE TO OFFER IN 

PRINCIPLE. END FYI). 

3. CHARGE SHOULD SEEK SEPTEMBER 14 APPOINTMENT WITH PM TO 
INFORM PM HIS OFFER TO COME TO WASHINGTON FOR DEFINITIVE 
DISCUSSIONS ON THE FUTURE OF MIDEASTFOR IS STILL UNDER 
ACTIVE HIGH LEVEL CONSIDERATION. WE REGRET BEING UNABLE 
TO GIVE HIM FIRM ANSWER AT THIS POINT BUT MAY BE ABLE TO 
DO SO DURING HIS TRAVELS. 

4. CHARGE MIGHT WISH TO REVIEW WITH PM THE USG SUCCESSFUL 
EFFORTS OVER LAST YEAR TO BROADEN THE SCOPE OF OUR 
RELATIONS; POINTING OUT THE OPENING OF A CULTURAL OFFICE, 

THE EXPANSION OF OUR PEACE CORPS PROGRAM, AND THE LONG, 

BUT ULTIMATELY SUCCESSFUL EFFORT TO INITIATE A SHARED 
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM. ALL OF THESE DEVELOPMENTS 
PROVIDE IN OUR VIEW A BROAD CONTEXT IN WHICH BAHRAIN'S 
HOSPITALITY TO US NAVY IS BUT ONE ASPECT OF LONGSTANDING 
AND DEVELOPING RELATIONSHIP. CHARGE SHOULD STRESS THAT 
WE REMAIN ALERT TO NEW OPPORTUNITIES FOR EXPANDING OUR 
COOPERATION WITH BAHRAIN IN APPROPRIATE AREAS. IN THIS 
CONNECTION AS REPORT OF RECENT HELICOPTER SURVEY TEAM 
NEARS COMPLETION WE ARE HOPEFUL USG MIGHT BE OF FURTHER 
ASSISTANCE TO THE GOB IN REALIZING ITS DESIRE FOR A 
HELICOPTER SQUADRON FOR THE BDF. 

4. CHARGE SHOULD SEEK TO DRAW OUT PM AS TO WHETHER GOB 
THINKING HAS EVOLVED ON EXACTLY HOW USG MIGHT EXPAND 
COOPERATION WITH BAHRAIN IN MANNER PERMITTING GOB TO CON- 
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TINUE OFFERING FACILITIES TO MIDDLE EAST FORCE. 

5. FINALLY, IN ORDER TO FACILITATE A POSSIBLE INVITATION 
TO THE PM TO COME TO WASHINGTON FOR DISCUSSIONS, YOU 
SHOULD REQUEST THAT SOMEONE TRAVELING WITH THE PM INFORM 
THE AMERICAN EMBASSIES (POLITICAL SECTION) ALONG THE PM'S 
ROUTE OF HIS PARTY'S WHEREABOUTS. 
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QUOTE: SECRET STATE 226568 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MARR, MASS, BA 

SUBJECT: DISCUSSIONS WITH THE PRIME MINISTER OF BAHRAIN ON 
THE FUTURE OF MIDEASTFOR 

REFS: (A) MANAMA 1291, (B) MANAMA 1329 (NOTAL), (C) MANAMA 
1274 

1 . FOR EMBASSY SINGAPORE, WELLINGTON, AND CANBERRA: USG 
CONSIDERING AN INITIATIVE BY PM OF BAHRAIN WHICH MIGHT LEAD 
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US TO INVITE HIM TO WASHINGTON FOR DISCUSSIONS ON THE 
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FUTURE OF US NAVAL PRESENCE (MIDEASTFOR) IN BAHRAIN. SINCE 
THE PM WILL BE LEAVING BAHRAIN ON 15 SEPTEMBER, TRANSITING 
SINGAPORE AND THEN SPENDING ABOUT FIVE (5) DAYS EACH IN 
AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND, FINALLY RETURNING TO BAHRAIN BY 
WAY OF HAWAII, WE MAY HAVE TO ASK EMBASSIES TO PASS OUR 
INVITATION TO PM WHILE HE IS EN ROUTE. 

2 . FOR MANAMA: WE REGRET THAT ON EVE OF PM'S DEPARTURE 
FOR PACIFIC CAREFUL USG REVIEW OF HIS PROPOSAL RE CONTINUED 
PRESENCE OF MIDEASTFOR IN BAHRAIN IS STILL UNDERWAY (FYI: 

AS YOU ARE AWARE, PRIME MINISTER'S PROPOSAL RAISES DIFFICULT 
QUESTIONS OF EXTENT WE MIGHT BE ABLE TO SUPPORT BAHRAIN’S 
MILITARY MODERNIZATION AND AVAILABILITY OF RESOURCES FOR 
SUC; SUPPORT AS WE MIGHT FIND IT POSSIBLE TO OFFER IN 

PRINCIPLE. END FYI). 

3. CHARGE SHOULD SEEK SEPTEMBER 14 APPOINTMENT WITH PM TO 
INFORM PM HIS OFFER TO COME TO WASHINGTON FOR DEFINITIVE 
DISCUSSIONS ON THE FUTURE OF MIDEASTFOR IS STILL UNDER 
ACTIVE HIGH LEVEL CONSIDERATION. WE REGRET BEING UNABLE 
TO GIVE HIM FIRM ANSWER AT THIS POINT BUT MAY BE ABLE TO 
DO SO DURING HIS TRAVELS. 

4. CHARGE MIGHT WISH TO REVIEW WITH PM THE USG SUCCESSFUL 
EFFORTS OVER LAST YEAR TO BROADEN THE SCOPE OF OUR 
RELATIONS; POINTING OUT THE OPENING OF A CULTURAL OFFICE, 

THE EXPANSION OF OUR PEACE CORPS PROGRAM, AND THE LONG, 

BUT ULTIMATELY SUCCESSFUL EFFORT TO INITIATE A SHARED 
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM. ALL OF THESE DEVELOPMENTS 
PROVIDE IN OUR VIEW A BROAD CONTEXT IN WHICH BAHRAIN'S 
HOSPITALITY TO US NAVY IS BUT ONE ASPECT OF LONGSTANDING 
AND DEVELOPING RELATIONSHIP. CHARGE SHOULD STRESS THAT 
WE REMAIN ALERT TO NEW OPPORTUNITIES FOR EXPANDING OUR 
COOPERATION WITH BAHRAIN IN APPROPRIATE AREAS. IN THIS 
CONNECTION AS REPORT OF RECENT HELICOPTER SURVEY TEAM 
NEARS COMPLETION WE ARE HOPEFUL USG MIGHT BE OF FURTHER 
ASSISTANCE TO THE GOB IN REALIZING ITS DESIRE FOR A 
HELICOPTER SQUADRON FOR THE BDF. 

4. CHARGE SHOULD SEEK TO DRAW OUT PM AS TO WHETHER GOB 
SECRET 
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THINKING HAS EVOLVED ON EXACTLY HOW USG MIGHT EXPAND 
COOPERATION WITH BAHRAIN IN MANNER PERMITTING GOB TO CON- 
TINUE OFFERING FACILITIES TO MIDDLE EAST FORCE. 

5. FINALLY, IN ORDER TO FACILITATE A POSSIBLE INVITATION 
TO THE PM TO COME TO WASHINGTON FOR DISCUSSIONS, YOU 
SHOULD REQUEST THAT SOMEONE TRAVELING WITH THE PM INFORM 
THE AMERICAN EMBASSIES (POLITICAL SECTION) ALONG THE PM'S 
ROUTE OF HIS PARTY'S WHEREABOUTS. 
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